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A Study of Teaching Materials about the Contents of Good Manners
in Elementary School Social Studies
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A Study of Teaching Materials about the Contents of Good Manners
in Elementary School Social Studies

Naoto SHIBAZAKI

Abstract : The content of reports from the Central Council for Education and government course guidelines
were studied to provide hints on the type of educational materials that should be used in elementary
school social studies to teach "manners" with the ultimate objective aimed to citizenship education. Results
revealed that annual events, national flags, clothing, cuisine, dietary habit, rites and festivals commonly ob-
served by the people, school life, ways of greeting, various manners, and traditional martial arts proved
suitable for this purpose. Furthermore, the significance of using such educational materials, as well as
points to consider when using these things for educational purposes was also pointed out. It was indicated
that in the field of international exchange, it would be advisable to introduce the concept of "the way of
the arts" (referring to the various traditional Japanese arts disciplines), which forms the basis of Japanese
aesthetic culture, including its martial arts.

Keywords : social studies, teaching materials, good manners, elementary school



