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A Study on Teaching Classical Literature Using Explanatory Notes
and Illustrations from the Tale of Genji Scrolls

: Focusing on the “Yomogiu” Chapter
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A Study on Teaching Classical Literature Using Explanatory Notes
and Illustrations from the Tale of Genji Scrolls
: Focusing on the “Yomogiu” Chapter

Takemi YAMADA

Abstract : The lyrics in the Tale of Genji picture scrolls serve to provide preliminary linguistic information for the
subsequent pictorial scenes by summarizing or excerpting text from the Tale of Genji. Conversely, the paintings
in the scrolls offer visual representations of selected symbolic scenes. This study examines how classical
literature instruction can leverage these aspects of the Tale of Genji scrolls' lyrics and paintings, specifically
focusing on the “Yomogiu” scrolls. Recognizing that the number and content of scenes described increase in the
sequence of picture scroll, lyrics, and text of the tale, we propose an instructional process. This process begins
with understanding the visual overall structure of the picture scroll, followed by exploring the lyrics and text of

the Tale of Genji to enhance content comprehension.

Keywords : classical education, Tale of Genji picture scroll, lyrics, paintings, Yomogiu



