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The Present Status of and Issues Related to the Knowledge
and Attitudes of Community-Dwelling People regarding Dementia

Jitong WANG, Hiromi NAGURA, and Akichika MIKAMI

Abstract : The objective of this study was to investigate the knowledge and attitudes of community-dwelling
people regarding dementia and to clarify the factors involved. We surveyed 1208 community-dwelling people
from A city, Gifu Prefecture. The results showed that females had better knowledge about dementia, and they
had more active attitudes toward the prevention of dementia or regarding involvement with people with
dementia in their community. They also tended to worry about the possibility of developing dementia. Among
the age groups, the older people (above 65 years) were highly concerned about the possibility of developing
dementia. They were also active in the prevention of dementia and in involvement with people with dementia in
their community. People living alone had better knowledge about dementia and they were more actively
involved In activities to prevent dementia. The results suggested that the higher the knowledge of dementia
was, the more active the attitude towards dementia and efforts to prevent dementia were. On the other hand,
the knowledge about available services and about the community comprehensive support center was low. In the
future, it is necessary to publicize the knowledge about the available services and the community comprehensive

support centers, and to encourage an appropriate understanding of dementia.

Keywords : community inhabitants, dementia, knowledge, efforts for prevent dementia, attitude



