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The Constitutionality of Reservation of Japanese Nationality

Norihisa ASADA

Abstract : This Article examines the Constitutionality of Reservation of Japanese Nationality. The Reservation
of Japanese Nationality (Article 12 of the Nationality Act) defines “A Japanese citizen who acquire acquired the
nationality of a foreign country through birth and who was born abroad shall retroactively lose Japanese
nationality to the time of birth unless he/she indicates an intention to reserve Japanese nationality pursuant to
the provision of the Family Register Act (Act No. 224 of 1947)”. Supreme Court admits the Constitutionality of
Reservation of Japanese Nationality in 2015. This Article overviews transition of the Reservation of Japanese

Nationality and analyses this Supreme Court Decisions from the view point of Equality under the law.
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