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Issues of Social Independence in Children’s Care Homes
— About Continuing on to Higher Education —

Kiyoe HIRAMATSU

Abstract : This research is a comparative study of the paths taken by children leaving foster care after
graduating high school and the number of such children who want to continue on to higher education, which is
compared to the total number of high school graduates who actually continue on to higher education nationwide.
Also, it ascertains the selection of paths by the children on leaving foster care facilities and clarifies the status of
the support for them to select a path to continue on to higher education. Publicly available materials were used
on the trends in paths chosen by students after graduating high school, the ratio of students who wish to continue
on to high school and university, and the ratio of students who actually do so. An interview survey was
conducted in order to understand the process by which they select a path for the future. Semi-structured
interviews lasting approximately one hour were conducted, and interview records were prepared and analyzed.
These results seemed to show that one of the reasons that few of these children wanted to continue on to
higher education, such as to college, relates to “the model of the path taken by other children who left the foster
care facilities before them.” Also, the participants in these interviews had not necessarily initially decided to
continue on to higher education, and in some cases, their motivation to do so came from chance meetings with
foster care facility staff members. Finally, the results suggest that whether or not the foster care facility staff
members understand the information and social resources on continuing on to higher education to the extent that

they utilize it to guide the children greatly determines the paths these children choose.

Keywords : Children’s home, Social Independence, Continuing on to higher education,

the process of selecting a path for the future, support for selecting a path
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