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Mantaro Kido’s Thought on Child Culture : 1936-1945

Toshikazu ASANO

Abstract : The present study examines Mantaro Kido's thought on child culture during the Asia-Pacific
War. Considering culture for children as teaching materials, Kido carried out a campaign for popularization
of child culture and insisted on educational use of emerging media such as movies, radio and picture
books. An overview of his thought reveals three significant characteristics: First, he discussed the culture
for children consistently in the educational point of view. Secondly, his argument was directed at bridging
the gap between the rich and the poor in children culture. Thirdly, in order to improve the quality of chil-
dren’s cultural environments, he suggested that the culture for children should be an object in the scien-
tific research and be placed under the national control.

Keywords : educational culture, teaching materials, science of education, Hoiku-mondai Kenkyukai, Kyoiku-
kagaku Kenkyukai



