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A Trial for Japanese and Music Integrated-Subject Instruction

Takemi YAMADA, Shigeyuki TSUZUKI

Abstract : We implemented a Japanese language and music integrated-subject course because we believed
that at the elementary school level, this type of instruction was an effective way to foster the ability of
students to express themselves. Specifically, we implemented a Japanese language class which incorpo-
rated music and a music class which incorporated the Japanese language. The outcomes of the compre-
hension tests conducted before and after the Japanese language course which incorporated music showed
differences in "speed" and "rhythm" significant at the 5% level, while no significant difference was found
in any of the items in the case of the music course which incorporated the Japanese language. Based on
this evidence, it was concluded that the Japanese language course which incorporated music had some im-
pact on "speed" and "rhythm." When we compared the student feedback on the two types of classes, we
observed that students used words that indicated their motivation and interest. The words "speed" and "ac-
cents" were used to describe the Japanese language class which incorporated music; the word "rhythm"
was used to describe the music class which incorporated the Japanese language elements. This study sug-
gests that implementing integrated-subject instruction for Japanese language and music classes based on
a careful examination of the educational content could assist in developing the students” ability to express
themselves; however, the extent of developing this ability depends on the content of the course and the
methods used to integrate the subject instruction.

Keywords : integrated-subject instruction, practical study, expression, words, sound



