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The Regional Differences of the Support for
"Japanese Scanning Communication Aids"

Tamotsu IMURA

Associate Professor, Faculty of Rehabilitation, Dept.of Physical Therapy

Summary

"Japanese scanning communication aids" for persons with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) / motor
neurone disease (MND) is supplied by prosthetic devices (Assistive Technology) from October 2000, it was
start of "Services and Supports for Persons with Disabilities Act". The problem to continuance use of this
device is not only an evaluation of user’s physical status in a supplied judgment, but also support system
of follow-up after it provides it. However, it turns out the use support that the regional difference is also
large from report of supplied situation of the device, breakdown of system use state, and content of sup-
port that user requests. It is understood that there are a lot of regional differentials as for the measure
concerning concrete use support. It is surmisable as a result with there is a region that leads to the loss
of the person who needs the device at the use chance.

I investigated the current situation survey of regional support concerning use of device to supporting
organization and local governments, and consciousness survey concerning ideal way of support intended
for those who support it. In this paper, these results of the surveys are brought together. The introduction
support of the communication device that is the prosthetic device points out that cooperation with the
medical treatment employment is necessary, and institutes the problem of the maintenance of a steady
system of support including correspondence by medical insurance and the long-term care insurance sys-

tem.

Keywords : amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), communication disorder,
Japanese scanning communication aids, using supports, regional differences
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