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The Meaning of Aitkumura Designation that Consider from the Development
Process of Arashima Village Women's Association Nogi-gun Shimane Prefecture
— From its Foundation until the End of Asia-Pacific War —
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The Meaning of Aiikumura Designation that Consider from the Development
Process of Arashima Village Women's Association Nogi-gun Shimane Prefecture
— From its Foundation until the End of Asia-Pacific War —

Chie MANABE

Abstract : This paper examines Arashima Village Women's Association in Nogi-gun, Shimane Prefecture, which
reduced infant mortality during Asia-Pacific War. I examined the activities from the establishment of the
Arashima Village Women’s Association (1931 [Showa 6]) until the end of the war, and then considered the
significance of the designation of “Aiikumura” by the Aiiku Association that contributed to the development and
improvement of maternal and child health care.

The results demonstrated that the Arashima Village Women's Association developed through five main
activities: “Cultivating women's virtues, promoting family education, and improving living,”; the “nursery school
and kindergarten project,” “military support and national defense activities,” the “Aiiku project” and the
“dissemination of the Aiiku project”. These activities developed gradually, and during this process, the Arashima
Village Women's Association also acted with the Aikoku Women's Association, Dainipponrengou Women's
Association, Dainipponkokubou Women's Association, and Dainippon Women's Association. It was then
incorporated into an all-out war system as a subordinate organization of the Taiseiyokusan Association.
However, the Arashima Village Women's Association’s Aiiku project was designated as Alikumura and received
guidance and education from the Aiiku Association, functioning as a health center for the village and continued
after the war. This demonstrates that the designation of Aiikumura was primarily to achieve social reform by
using health medical in a rural village where modernization was delayed through the development process of the

Arashima Village Women's Association.

Keywords : maternal and child health care, social work, Aiiku association, community activities, infant mortality



