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A Study of Two-Year-Old Children’s Engagement in Play
and the Ability of Childcare Workers to Reconfigure the Environment

Moe KURAHATA

Abstract : Baby and Childcare Guidelines in Nursery Schools state the importance of encouraging children’s
independence. When childcare workers encouraged children’s independence at less than three years old, how
does children’s play change? How do childcare workers get involved? This study focuses on one class of
two-year-old children. When the children played freely under a big theme “play with natural objects”, their way
to relate to natural objects and their way to play evolved over time into three different kinds of play. Childcare
workers played an important role in the development of children’s play when, while observing the children, they
continually reconfigured the environment. This project created the environment in which children could choose
how they wanted to play, and in which their play was uninterrupted. This study suggests that children, even
when they are two years old, are willing to get involved in creating the play environment, and in discovering
something new for themselves, and in learning from this process. Children’s play episodes were classified from
the point of view of “involvement with the environment (natural objects)”. In the results, it suggests children use

five methods of learning, such as “getting involved” and “trying”.

Keyword : childcare workers, two-year-old children, children’s independence, environment reconfiguration,

learning



