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The Study of Onomatopoeia from the Developmental Perspective
— The Process of Language Production —

Takemi YAMADA, Misato HAYASHI, Ken YAGETA, Yusuke UMEDA,
Yu MIZUNO, Noriko DALRYMPLE, Kensuke NAKAJIMA,
Keiko TANABE, and Maki TAKAMURA

Abstract : Onomatopoeic expressions have been attracting attention in various fields, but have not previously
been explored in terms of early childhood development. This study reexamines the definition and context of
onomatopoeia, and determines its significance in children’s language development through a review of existing
knowledge on the topic. Specifically, a literature review was conducted in the fields of (i) language and culture, (ii)
psychology and human relations, (iii) physical expression, (iv) formative expression, and (v) life and environment.
Our results provide suggestions for future research on onomatopoeia from the perspective of early childhood

development.

Keywords : onomatopoeia, development, language acquisition



