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A Study on Teaching Classical Literature by Utilizing the Explanatory Notes
and Illustrations of the Tale of Genji Scrolls
— Focusing on the “Hashihime” Chapter —

Takemi YAMADA

Abstract : The prescriptive nature of Japan's conventional teaching methods for classical Japanese literature, is
indicated as problematic. In this study, we explored a method for learners to learn the classics independently, by
using illustrated scrolls, that are cultural artifacts handed down from ancient times. However, they can also
provide a new avenue for studying the classics in modern times. In this study, I investigated the literary nature
of illustrated scrolls based on previous research, analyzing those explanatory notes’ descriptions provided by
university students, colloquial translations, and illustrations of the “Hashihime” chapter of The Tale of Genji
scrolls. T further examined a method for teaching classics, that appeals to visual sensibilities. The results of
Study 1 and 2 suggested that, mutual use of explanatory notes and illustrations is effective in literary and human

understanding.

Keywords : classical literary education, The Tale of Genji scrolls, explanatory notes, illustrations



