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Hiroshi Urabe’s Thought on Early Childhood Care and Education :
1936-1943

Toshikazu ASANO

Abstract : The present study examines Hiroshi Urabe’s intellectual history of wartime. Urabe carried out a
campaign for popularization and nationalization of demands for early childhood care and education as a
member of the Hoiku Mondai Kenkyu-kai. An overview of his theory and practice reveals three significant
characteristics: First, he addressed the enhancement of parents education, insisted on the important role
childcare facilities should play. Secondly, for management methods such as farming season nursery, he fo-
cused to the form of cooperative childcare and actively discussed its significance. Thirdly, as a guide
based on the results of the national survey on kindergartens and day nurseries, he set a minimum stan-
dard to improve those facilities. Nevertheless, his argument also had negative aspects that met the de-
mands of national policy.

Keywords : Hoiku-mondai-kenkyukai, Hoiku Yokusan, Kokumin Hoiku(National Education and Care for
Young Children)



