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Consideration of Supplied Situation and Actual Condition of

"Japanese Scanning Communication Aids"
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Consideration of Supplied Situation and Actual Condition of
"Japanese Scanning Communication Aids"

Tamotsu IMURA

Associate Professor, Faculty of Rehabilitation, Dept.of Physical Therapy

Summary

"Japanese scanning communication aids" for ALS is supplied by prosthetic devices (Assistive
Technology) from October 2000, it was start of "Services and Supports for Persons with Disabilities Act".
The supplied system is in order, using guideline for introduction of "Japanese scanning communication aids".
Even if the main body of the device is provided, it is difficult to keep using it enough, if there are neither
adaptation nor a system of the use support of an appropriate input device.

In this paper, ALS patient’s home recuperation realities and the necessity of the communications
support are brought together. And, the use state of "Japanese scanning communication aids" as prosthetic
devices (Assistive technology) is analyzed, using data of research by Rehabilitation Engineering Society of
JAPAN (RESJA) and Statistics of the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare (MHLW). By these, the author
proposes the system of team approach as the ideal way for support to the ALS patient’s communications by
continuous using "Japanese scanning communication aids"

Key Words : Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), Communications support,
Japanese canning communication aids, Prosthetic devices (Assistive technology)





