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The Effect of Playing Handbells on College Students” Social
Lives after Graduation

Yasuko OKADA

Abstract : The study examines how playing handbells at this college impacts students’ social lives after
graduation. Graduates were given an open-ended questionnaire where they could write freely regarding how
they felt about playing handbells during a performance. The results show that the experience significantly
influenced various aspects of their social lives, especially in terms of behavior; this can be expressed in terms of
“cooperation, and collaboration,” “achievement,” “responsibility,” “a role in a group,” and “togetherness.” The
outcomes indicate that the findings from my previous research — which focused on how students’ lives changed
during college after they played handbells at a performance, and which led them to express a “sense of caring
toward others” (and other aspects as well) — continued to have an effect after students graduated. In addition,
the questionnaire results revealed that some graduates continued to have opportunities to perform with

handbells, and/or to teach their work colleagues how to play them.

Keywords : handbell, musical experience, teaching experience, alumnus, society life after graduation, behavior



